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Oh football good evening a dark day for America John F Kennedy jr. his wife Carolyn and her sister Lauren 
beset still are missing tonight and it does now seem certain that they went down in the crash of a single- 
engine plane that Kennedy was flying last night to Martha's Vineyard off Massachusetts as that news spread 
across America throughout the day there was a common reaction this is unbelievable that family truly is 
cursed John Jr we first knew him as John John grew into a strikingly handsome young man with a stylish and 
beautiful wife and a determination of live life on his terms well he carried the aura of his famous name and 
parentage he took off from New Jersey Airport last night heading eventually for his cousin Rory's wedding at 
the family compound in Hyannis Port after stopping first and Martha's Vineyard John Kennedy jr. had his 
pilot's license for about a year we're going to begin tonight with NBC's Robert Hager who first heard about all 
of this early this morning Robert Grimm story Tom and grimaced of all two compelling pieces of information 
first radar blips that could have been the Kennedy plane suddenly disappeared at just the time and place that 
plane might have been as it approached Martha's Vineyard last night second what sadly is now being pulled 
from the surface of the sea among bits of wreckage found in choppy water off Martha's Vineyard this 
afternoon a piece of luggage with Lauren Behcet's name on a tack a headrest a tire only small pieces John 
Kennedy jr. had his pilot's license only 14 months in these pictures he's seen taxiing last November in the 
plane he owned then but this is the one he flew last night a much more powerful complex six passenger 
Piper Saratoga acquired only recently it was 8:30 9:00 p.m. when he took off from the small airport in New 
Jersey private pilot Kyle Bailey watches from the ground | saw what kind of night last night was and you 
know | actually 
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last night was and you know | actually when | got home | said you know to my family | said you know | said 
somebody's plug gonna kill himself in the airport | hate to say it but | mean this taking off in that with that little 
visibility over it | mean if he was going over land that would be fine but over the water over the ocean and 
now you in a single-engine airplane | mean | myself unless conditions are perfect here you're extremely high 
| myself wouldn't have done it under the more than an hour later and the Kennedy plane fails to show up at 
the Martha's Vineyard Airport relatives called the coastal 2 a.m. off Long Island authorities believe they hear 
the sound of an emergency locator beacon might be coming from a downed plane boats launch but the noise 
is never heard again authorities decide it's a false lead daybreak now and search planes take to the air and 
now air traffic controllers find evidence of an unidentified radar blip that disappeared during the night at 9:30 
9:00 p.m. that last radar hit was about here 17 miles off martha's vineyard near Gay Head at a point where 
John Kennedy's plane would have been descending into thick heavy haze and preparing to turn either left or 
right to set up for the approach to runway 24 from this direction dictated by prevailing winds in the thick haze 
of the turn could Kennedy have become confused private pilot John Shelton who's flown a Piper Saratoga 
like the Kennedy claimed that the pilot could get vertigo you know and not to know which way is up or down 


or you're gonna get confused as to what way is up or down flight instructor Marcus but a copper it's in a case 
like this you've got to rely and believe what the flight instruments you and act on meaning basically flight up 
and an act on what the instruments tell you this afternoon the grim finds its wreckage washed within 200 
yards of shore off Gay Head and | witnessed a one fine Chris are better as a came in we noticed that there 
was some piece of luggage and a friend of mine who were 
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luggage and a friend of mine who were with hold pulled it in and we lifted up a little velcro nametag and it 
was turned out to be Lauren but that Lauren Bessette Kennedy's sister-in-law aboard the plane with 
Kennedy and Kennedy's wife Carolyn as it went down or as it's presumed have gone down tonight 
authorities say they'll continue to search intensely for days if need be the water in that area is actually fairly 
shallow just 200 to 100 feet deep and ships are headed into the area now equipped with underwater sonar 
those are sound ways that can be used to locate wreckage at the bottom Tom thank you Robert and Bob by 
the way there's more debris | gather that is coming ashore at gay have they cordoned off that beach 
including a strut with a wheel on it and other pieces of an airplane so they probably will have a pretty good 
idea before too long don't you think a pretty good idea | mean well the the name tag kind of does it this is this 
indeed was the plane so now what you need to determine is more about just where it went down and can 
you find more of the wreckage underwater if that's where it is and can you can that tell you anything about 
what caused this crash thank you very much Robert Hager and live over the crash site right now as the 
collection of debris continues let's go to NBC's Kerry Sanders Kerry what are you seeing there all right you're 
looking at pictures of Coast Guard vessels that have been working a grid not too far offshore of Gay Head 
that's the western end of Martha's Vineyard originally they had a thousand square mile area that they were 
working but once the debris began to this washed ashore then they concentrated on an area that was just 
about 12 miles off the western end of Martha's Vineyard ironically it is that exclusive neighborhood in which 
Jackie Kennedy once had a large family compound she was there as part of a large parcel of land that had 
been assembled by Defense Secretary Robert McNamara who 
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Defense Secretary Robert McNamara who served in the Kennedy administration obviously so as you can 
see in the late summer night and in the late summer light those boats and helicopters overhead the Coast 
Guard Civil Air Patrol and the Air Force are involved in the search for debris the first significant piece of 
debris that piece of luggage with the name tag attached to it was picked up by some young people who were 
on the beach they handed off to police who came along in an all-terrain vehicle and on that all-terrain vehicle 
they had other pieces of an airplane quite plainly it was them that they cordoned off the beach NBC's dr. Bob 
Arnot who is also a private pilot was in that same flight pattern last night he was going from the eastern shore 
to Nantucket the island that is just east of Martha's Vineyard Bob Arnot tells us now what he saw when he 
flew past Hyannis Port if he saw anything at all Bob | taught him last night the real problem was coming out 
of New York City that it was about an hour delay which may well would have been a daytime flight a 
nighttime flight for him what | noticed was that leaving that New Jersey area it's a beautiful night much as it 
but you see right now the beautiful sunset but once the Sun set once the Sun went down you had this murky 
sort of black ink making it very difficult to see now | confirm with the FAA about an hour ago that they actually 
were warning pilots as of about 9:00 or 9:30 last night that the dew point that is the temperature dew point 
spread which should be wide was down to 21 or 22 degrees meaning there's right on the brink of fog but the 
delimiter here is what we call the slant distance when you look down from the airplane like that was very 
difficult to see to answer your question Tom when | look down at Martha's Vineyard | could not see it from 
about five miles away when I went to land at Nantucket ordinarily you like to have a horizon to be able to see 
where your wings are and be able to figure out whether you're flying straight and level or not | had to go to 
complete instruments to be able to keep my plane upright with just a hundred hours and no instrument 
license it would have made it pretty difficult added a significant degree of difficulty for him 





significant degree of difficulty for him to handle a problem in that black Merc that was out there last night Tom 
dr. Bob or not thank you very much for that was a situation for young John Kennedy who had his pilot's 
license for just about a year and this was a new airplane for him we've come to know him so well there never 
was a moment in John Kennedy jr. his life in which he wasn't famous the object of attention affection 
adulation criticism he laughed off the attempts to elevate his status but in fact he was as close to royalty as 
this country had NBC's Brooke Davis tonight on the story to life of John F Kennedy jr. he was a child born to 
fame a part of the most photographed family in the world images he once recalled my family photo album in 
my head is is shared by a lot of people so it's an unusual sort of connection to have with other folk one image 
is carved into our collective memory this saluted the funeral of his father it was John F Kennedy Jr's third 
birthday in the years that followed Jacqueline Kennedy shielded John and his sister Caroline worried about 
their privacy and security John F Kennedy jr. graduated from Brown University and in 1989 earned a law 
degree from New York University he was briefly an assistant district attorney in Manhattan in 1994 he told 
the nation of another Kennedy loss last night at around 10:15 surrounded by her friends and her family and 
her books and again the nation joined the Kennedy family in mourning in 1995 John F Kennedy jr. found a 
roll of friends say he had long searched for he began a magazine called George and he showed the 
Kennedys self-deprecating sense of humor | don't think that I've seen as many of you in one place since they 
announced the results of my first bar exam so Kennedy failed that exam and 
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bar exam so Kennedy failed that exam and the man who had treasured his privacy went public to sell his 
magazine and | understand that | compromised a measure of my own privacy by doing something like this he 
did it with enthusiasm fellas it's a copy of George it's a new political magazine I'm editing | had the Garth 
Department mock-up a cover with you on it he's pretty great huh in 1996 another big change for the man 
People magazine called the most eligible bachelor John F Kennedy jr. married Carolyn Bessette on an island 
off the Georgia coast they said they met jogging in Central Park she grew up an affluent Greenwich 
Connecticut her sister Lauren was aboard the plane Carolyn Bessette Kennedy graduated from Boston 
University with a degree in education and worked in the fashion industry in New York tonight in a special 
edition of the Chicago sun-times the story of their courtship and the search is told Rick Davis NBC News 
New York someone who knew John Kennedy well is Walter Isaacson who's the managing editor of Time 
magazine and we have been commenting here all day long Mulder that for all the burdens of his namesake 
his great wealth the fact that he was so good-looking and he got so much adulation Sean f kennedy jr. 
managed to keep both feet on the ground he was incredibly well grounded and self-aware and he had a 
good sense of humor about the the type of fame and responsibilities he had to where he never tried to act 
like he was just an ordinary guy but he could convey that simply by understanding who he was and not being 
so full of himself ya day you know you're so good-looking people thought he was kind of dim-witted or 
something but boy he had a lot of common sense and a real sense of himself very solid guy as journalist and 
as American citizens we'll be dealing with the Kennedy family well into the 21st century absolutely | mean for 
70 years in some ways we've been watching this 
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in some ways we've been watching this family and it seems surreal at times very sad at times to the amazing 
depth of the tragedy one of the things that they stand for it | know you've been saying it all day is the notion 
that it's important to be in the public arena be involved in public service he very much felt that his magazine 
George was a way of exalting yet again the joy of politics he used to talk about his father was having such a 
spirit for politics and he wanted to recapture that in the magazine is his way of doing public service the 
Walter you're over there at time life it was at a memorable photo on the cover of Life magazine obviously that 
captured the hearts of everyone that is the enduring image of John F Kennedy jr. will we see that in your 
magazine again next week yeah you certainly will we're doing a special issue of course it's said to be doing it 
but we're trying to put it both in the context and to say all we knew about this guy his family and what it 
means for America so we've got all the pictures going in and a lot of writing and people like Professor 
Schlesinger author's writing for us about it thank you very much Walter Isaacson managing the editor of 


Time magazine and John F Kennedy Jr's friend our coverage will continue in just a moment [Music] as we 
continue our coverage now on john f Kennedy's missing plane which is now presumed to have crashed in the 
waters off Martha's Vineyard carrying John F Kennedy and his wife Caroline and her sister Lauren to what 
now seems to be a certain fate of death we should tell you as well at the Kennedy compound in Hyannis Port 
tonight they have postponed the wedding of his cousin Rory that was his ultimate destination she's the 
youngest daughter of Ethel Kennedy and the late Robert F Kennedy the whole family was gathered there it 
was late last night or early this morning that they first realized that his plane was missing and then today 
there was a small family mass on the porch of Ethel Kennedy's home in the Kennedy compound and as | say 
the wedding has been 
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and as | say the wedding has been postponed indefinitely the number of small planes being piloted and the 
number of accidents are growing in this country NBC's Pat Dawson has been looking at the numbers and he 
joins us tonight from West Hampton Airport which is another popular resort destination on Long Island that 
Tom what happened to John Kennedy was hardly unique yesterday across America there were 11 other 
accidents involving private pilots and among private pilots it is human error that is most often the cause of 
crashes each day thousands of plyers across America take off looking for the thrill of flight the vast majority 
returns safely but not everyone in June this plane crashed on the runway at a small airport in New Mexico 
while the number of accidents isn't large private pilots especially those who fly just for recreation to get into 
trouble far more often in their commercial counterparts Jack Schultz has 5000 hours in the air you don't have 
much time so you have to know what you're going to do have a plan before you start making decisions and 
some pilots don't always get that part of flight planning done this month four died when this single-engine 
plane crashed in Utah a few days earlier the pilot of this plane was killed in a crash near Seattle in 1998 the 
NTSB reports there were 1907 accidents involving non commercial aircraft 361 were fatal crashes and pilot 
error is the most common cause Michaels smart runs a flight school in Islip New York judgment and making 
good decisions is something that you can't teach and there are a few opportunities for the FAA to learn about 
private pilots whose judgment isn't good federal regulations require only a biannual flight review a test of 
mostly basic flight skills flight instructors will tell you most pilots are careful and cautious they will also tell you 
that one error in judgment can be fatal Tom thank you very much Pat Dawson 
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Tom thank you very much Pat Dawson tonight on general aviation in this country inexperienced pilots light 
airplanes difficult conditions that seemed to be a prescription last night that did not turn out well at all for 
John F Kennedy jr. his wife and her sister as they headed for Martha's Vineyard they have not been seen 
now in almost 24 hours we'll be back with the view from the White House cinema go to the White House now 
NBC's John Palmer who's been standing by all day as President Clinton keeps track of the disappearance of 
John F Kennedy jr. and his wife John Tom the president received word the Kennedy plane was missing 
shortly after 7 o'clock this morning since then the White House has been helping coordinate the search effort 
between the Coast Guard and other government agencies the president who has appeared with John F 
Kennedy jr. on several occasions in recent years to promote a variety of social issues and causes today 
directed the federal government to lend all possible assistance in the search effort for his missing plane 
aides say mr. Clinton first called housing secretary Andrew Cuomo who is married to Kerry Kennedy 
daughter of the late Senator Robert Kennedy to express his concern later calls were placed by the President 
to Senator Ted Kennedy and to John F Kennedy jr. sister Caroline Schlossberg many of the tourists who 
gathered outside the gates of the White House today expressed shock at news that the plane was missing 
it's a kind of Greek tragedy with the family you've seen so many of them die and we've all experienced that 
it's here's another one he had his own that she established the magazine to become his own man and that 
was pretty commendable because he wasn't trying to live off of his family fortune and it is a shame what 
happened | think people have a lot of empathy for a family that seems to be so blessed and 
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family that seems to be so blessed and yet so cursed by fame and fortune and celebrity at Arlington National 
Cemetery a bouquet of flowers with the words praying for John Jr was left today at President Kennedy's 
grave site near the eternal flame here two people expressed concern and disbelief it's very upsetting yeah | 
can still remember where | was when Sean Kennedy was killed and it just doesn't seem fair all across the 
nation and throughout much of the world people followed the search efforts any way they could near the 
Kennedy compound on Cape Cod an expression of hope a yellow ribbon placed around a telephone pole 
President Clinton is not expected to have any public comment until sometime tomorrow Tom thank you John 
I'll be back with some final coverage in a moment NBC's Rehema Ellis tonight is of the Kennedy family 
compound in Hyannis Port tragedy has haunted the Kennedy clan for generations in 1944 Navy pilot Joseph 
junior the eldest son of Joe and Rose Kennedy was killed in a plane crash during World War two he was 29 
years old four years later his sister Kathleen was also killed in a plane crash she was 28 with Joe Jr's death 
his father's political dreams fell to John Fitzgerald once in the White House he and Jackie had a son Patrick 
who was born prematurely and died in the summer of 1963 Patrick is buried near his parents in Arlington 
National Cemetery with a sister who was stillborn and never named the family's personal tragedy soon 
altered America's political landscape on November 22nd 1963 the nation's 35th President was assassinated 
in Dallas the president died approximately 25 minutes after the attack took place John Fitzgerald 


00:20:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=jGFUDJP-ee8&t=1201s 





attack took place John Fitzgerald Kennedy was 46 years old the kennedy political mantle soon fell on 
Bobby's shoulders my thanks to all of you and now it's on to Chicago and let's win man campaigning for the 
presidency in 1968 with Ethel and his son Bobby was assassinated in Los Angeles he was 42 years old and 
there was more adversity Ted Kennedy Jr's leg was amputated in 1973 because of cancer this time however 
adversity overcome by the 1980s a new generation of Kennedys was dealing with its own pain in 1984 
Bobby and Ethel Kennedy son David died of a drug overdose in a hotel near the Kennedys vacation home in 
Palm Beach Florida in 1997 another other son's Michael died during a New Year's Eve skiing accident in 
Aspen Colorado he was 39 and now this in the waters off Martha's Vineyard the latest ordeal for a family that 
has endured so many of them over the years that's nighttime news for this Saturday night I'm Tom Brokaw I'll 
see you tonight at 8:00 for scene remember MSNBC Sunday rock has given way to a kind of numbness as 
this nation tries to get on with this weekend while listening for any new developments from the waters off 
Martha's Vineyard where the single-engine plane piloted by John F Kennedy jr. carrying his wife and sister- 
in-law went down tonight there are some significant new developments a signal has been detected from 
those waters that's just west of Martha's Vineyard in the same area where the plane should have been when 
it disappeared it was just one signal but it could prove to be critical NBC's Robert Hager is our aviation expert 
and he joins us tonight Robert was the latest good evening tom well the signal was heard very briefly this 
afternoon the noise of what seemed to be an emergency locator beacon an ELT it's 
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an emergency locator beacon an ELT it's called it was picked up four and a half miles off the coast of this 
island searchers marked the site with a flare now an ELT is a radio device carried by planes that's meant to 
trigger on impact and guide searchers to that very spot meantime there's also some new information tonight 
about the last radar traces of the planes descent but it's the noise of that radio beacon that could be a break 
word that the sound has been picked up comes as planes and ships crisscross the Seas and all-terrain 
vehicles sweep the shore looking for debris the Coast Guard's Admiral Richard Larrabee during the course 
of this afternoon's search we did get an ELT transmission a very brief one in the vicinity of the debris field 
that we felt was the most likely area of search | would caution you that this was only one transmission the 
Coast Guard is rushing to that specific area a vessel like this which can beam sound waves underwater 
sonar that scans the bottom for suspicious shapes and sends back images like this to find the wreckage 
below and from Newport News Virginia the big ship called the grass steams this way with divers ready to go 
down and cranes able to haul the wreckage to the surface meantime new information about the last raid our 
traces of the Kennedy plane 17 miles out from the island the NTSB is Robert Pierce so there's a 29 second 
period and the airplane descended from 2,500 feet to 1,800 feet experts say that would be about a normal 


rate of descent but somewhat earlier than usual the radar was lost after that because it can't scan any lower 
from a helicopter last night this is what the approach into Martha's Vineyard Airport looked like hazy and very 
black a former NTSB investigator Chuck Leonard based upon what | know of the conditions that night that it 
would have not been a prudent thing for a pilot without an instrument rating to fly under those conditions but 
NTSB board chairman James Hall warned 
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NTSB board chairman James Hall warned tonight we're a long way from knowing what caused this crash the 
answer is simple at this point we do not know we will not know for some time there is even a possibility we 
will never know that depends on finding more wreckage and what it shows | mean during the Coast Guard 
still calls this a rescue effort but everyone acknowledges tonight hope of finding anyone survived is virtually 
lost now Tom Bob how do those the electronic locator devices work it's the g-forces that sets them off it's the 
impact of hitting the water which is just as hard as hitting a highway when you come down on it from the air 
or the impact of hitting land and that's what causes that radio beacon to to go off it's a new device over the 
last four or five years but it's been a great value in a lot of recent accidents thank you very much Robert 
Hager tonight Caroline Kennedy Schlossberg trying to your sister returned from an Idaho rafting vacation 
when she learned that her brother was missing as she's keeping her own vigil at her home on Long Island in 
New York other members of the Kennedy family remain in Hyannis Port where they had gathered for the 
wedding of Ethel Kennedy's youngest child Rory NBC's Rehema Ellis is in Hyannis Port again tonight and 
Remo what's the latest there Tom right now it's pretty quiet here but all day people have been coming and 
going here at the compound but unlike yesterday so far no one's come out to make any official comment the 
family members have kept to themselves this is where the Kennedys have always come in triumph and in 
tragedy today at the family compound in Hyannis Port a small private mass with Senator Ted Kennedy 
upfront prayers were said for those on board the missing plane a sign of the family's faith solace and 
strength Ethel Kennedy surrounded as she often is by her family and friends and a comforting 
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her family and friends and a comforting embrace for Rory Kennedy who was supposed to be married 
yesterday in churches around Hyannis today prayers were also said for the Kennedys and at st. Francis 
Xavier Church where the family sometimes worships expressions of support for America's most famous 
family with its long history of loss and having suffered so much grief over the years it | would think that you 
know the it is at times like these we realize you know how important faith is in our lives if even an Arlene 
Johnson could talk to the Kennedys this is what they would say our prayers are with you our thoughts are 
with you and we share you agree with you all we can do is to pray for the strength that they need the 
courage they need in this seaside community the Kennedys are not just celebrities their friends and 
neighbors once again struggling with what appears to be yet another tragedy the Kennedys seem to have 
closed ranks the family is not expected to make any statement until more is learned about what has 
happened until then the vigil goes on Tom thanks very much for him at Ellis tonight so much of the coverage 
is concentrated on John F Kennedy and his family understandably but in another affluent community another 
family is grieving the family of Carolyn Bessette John's wife and her sister Lauren both on board the plane 
they were such bright lights on their own here's NBC's Pat Dawson on a quiet road in Connecticut another 
family keeps a somber vigil a dark mood shared by many in the hometown of Carolyn and Lauren beset at st. 
Michael's Church three candles lit in an offering of hope it was the 
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in an offering of hope it was the thought on everyone's mind here tragedy had struck close to home well most 
of the nation focused on the Kennedy compound in this town the terrible apprehension of the beset family 
held equal prominence gentle just a very close man the girls grew up amid the leafy affluence of Greenwich 
Connecticut Carolyn Bessette graduated from Catholic High School here the girl everyone expected special 
things from succeeded all these people talk about her as if she was enormous ly lucky to marry him he was a 


hugely lucky guy to find her and according to other friends self-assured confident enough to marry someone 
with more than wealth and fame the inheritor of an American legend but Carolyn Bessette was also 
remembered as someone with a gift for kindness no really a lovely person you really couldn't say a bad thing 
about Carolyn Debbie lamoureux remembers hearing about Caroline and JFK jr. before friend of mine and | 
called each other up around the time that we heard that he was dating accountant beset and we said was 
that our Carolyn is that Saint Mary her older sister Lauren an investment banker didn't quite share Caroline's 
glamorous lifestyle by chance she did share the faithful plane ride to Martha's Vineyard dan McGowan was a 
college professor at William Smith Hobart College he recalls Lauren Bessette as a memorable young woman 
she definitely stood out it was fun to have people like that in the classroom because she was interested she 
was prepared two young women with beckoning futures then a weekend trip and suddenly a family in 
Connecticut is left with a grim burden on during the future without them Pat Dawson 
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future without them Pat Dawson NBC News Greenwich Connecticut when NBC Nightly News continues the 
dive team which is now preparing to do its own deep work you to Martha's Vineyard the toughest job of all 
bringing back confirmation of the family's worst fears NBC's Kerry Sanders reports tonight on those who will 
do this job the waters in the area where the search is concentrated may be as deep as a hundred and ten 
feet the 10-member dive team from the Massachusetts State Police Department stood by all afternoon | think 
you may have some diverse currents you know some unpredictable currents and maybe severe comments 
tonight divers waiting for an assignment to do what divers did off the coast of Long Island three years ago as 
was the case in the TWA explosion clues as to how the plane went down are hidden in the wreckage in the 
valujet crash in the Florida Everglades divers worked in different conditions but had the same job finding 
pieces of the plane so investigators can reconstruct what went wrong the first job always locating and 
recovering bodies u.s. Navy divers will join the effort off Martha's Vineyard once we've identified definitely the 
wreckage that we want to recover we'll get into it more over the top of it and we'll actually send divers to the 
bottom to strap into the pieces of wreckage that we need to recover and we'll lift them up on deck this week 
conditions are expected to be favorable for recovery water temperature a constant 68 degrees light winds 
and the chop only two to three feet Kerry Sanders NBC News Martha's Vineyard Martha's Vineyard of course 
was where John Kennedy jr. and his sister Caroline spent so many happy summers with her mother 
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis she brought her estate on Martha's Vineyard in 1978 and it was 
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on Martha's Vineyard in 1978 and it was about two miles from Gay Head where the search for the son for her 
son's missing plane now is centered in 1993 she invited the Clintons who were vacationing in the vineyard to 
join her for an afternoon cruise with her a longtime companion Maurice Templeton and her daughter Caroline 
and son-in-law edge Vosburgh but to move this weekend on the vineyard beaches she enjoyed for so many 
summers was so different of course as debris from her son's airplane was discovered jennifer maxwell and 
damon Seligson described with a and found group of us were on the beach and just hanging out and one of 
our friends happen to notice something in the water that didn't look like seaweed and at that point we all 
gathered around by the shoreline and Damon actually went out and it was rather rough as soon as | got it | 
had had a very very chilling feeling because it was luggage and that was a very surreal experience to see 
something like that float up out of nowhere when | got it | brought it off the beach | remember holding it in my 
hand and walking up the beach was very heavy because it was waterlogged and was canvas and | flipped 
open the little power to it you put a business card in little velcro flap | flipped that open and it read the card 
and that | mean you know immediately pieced it together and there on that beach tonight is NBC's Kelly 
O'Donnell Kelly what are the police telling people who may come up with some of that evidence well they're 
hoping that there will be a continued sense of cooperation like the people we just saw if people encounter 
any kind of debris to quickly notify authorities and turn it over there is a sense that anything that might wash 
up on the shore or be seen in the water is potential evidence even things that turn out to not be connected to 
this case there is a sense that people here who have respected a kennedys privacy now want to respect the 
integrity of this investigation we're told that there are volunteers who have been assisting the 
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volunteers who have been assisting the professionals today working out on the beach behind me trying to 
check out possible locations that has been important because of course the professionals are working at sea 
and there are many people who bring a lot of a lot of skill to this but they're also hoping that the people who 
call Martha's Vineyard home may see something that is out of place may see something that could shed 
some light on this important investigation we also had a sense here today that Martha's Vineyard is while it's 
still the summer stop and the vacation stop for many people that there are plenty of folks who have stopped 
here and put a hold on their vacation they've come here to to look and to be careful and to watch what was 
going on people here who say the man who was raised in New York City is very much a son of Martha's 
Vineyard and they claim him tom thanks very much Kelly O'Donnell tonight when we continue the word from 
President Clinton about all of us a senior has been monitoring the search for John Kennedy jr. since the 
beginning in his role as chief executive but also his friend tonight the Clinton family returned from Camp 
David to the White House and NBC's John Palmer's at the White House tonight John yes indeed Tom 
President Clinton who has been monitoring the search from his post at Camp David this past weekend was 
described today as profoundly saddened by the turn of events when he arrived at the White House at mid- 
afternoon accompanied by his wife and daughter the president spoke publicly about the tragedy for the first 
time for more than 40 years now the Kennedy family has inspired Americans to public service strengthened 
our faith in the future and moved our nation forward through it all they have suffered much and given more 
the president's somber mood was shared by people across the country at President Kennedy's gravesite at 
Arlington National Cemetery the crowds were larger than usual today the shock and disbelief of yesterday 
replaced by 
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and disbelief of yesterday replaced by grief and anguish at the Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta dr. Martin 
Luther King's home church there were special prayers for those missing this man visiting the King memorial 
spoke of the Bessette family really feel sorry for them | mean they've lost two daughters now that's that's 
what | keep thinking | have two daughters of my own [Music] prayers were also offered at New York's st. 
Patrick's Cathedral and throughout the country flowers now cover the front steps of John and Carolyn 
Kennedy's Manhattan apartment put there by grieving friends and neighbors | didn't think that that would 
happen to him of all people he seemed really grounded and didn't think that he would be caught in the 
tragedies and many of the world's newspapers focus today on the series of tragedies that have afflicted the 
Kennedy family spain's el mundo said the curse of the Kennedys devours the son of the assassinated 
president London Sunday Mirror splashed the story across five pages dominated by a one-word banner 
Pope John Paul the second vacationing in the Italian Alps recalled the tragic history of the Kennedys and 
prayed for the family tonight the president is going ahead with a planned dinner here at the White House for 
Israeli prime minister Barak but as one White House aide put it it's going to be a very somber evening here 
tom thank you very much NBC's John Palmer I'll be back with more in a moment the phantom ursery of the 
first man on the moon that was a mission that John Kennedy Jr's father promised this nation with that kind of 
boldness that personify the Kennedy style but John Jr also cherished his privacy so at the 1996 Democratic 
convention | asked if that privacy would keep him from a political life no | mean one of them doesn't really 
have a lot to do with the other but | think certainly in politics once you begin you better be 





in politics once you begin you better be in it for the long haul and for me you know there's it's important to 
have a few life experiences before you do that it's an interesting perspective to have to observe politics from 
the outside and you know perhaps one brings at the end of one's life experience to politics that's what John 
Adams thought politicians should do and maybe it's you know what will happen to me I'm not sure now or the 
weekend this long weekend one of his grieving friends can flies that John Jr was seriously exploring the 
possibility of running for office including a possible run if Hillary Clinton were to drop out of the New York 
Senate race whatever he decided John Kennedy jr. had such a bright future tonight historian Doris Kearns 


Goodwin on John the Kennedys and memories in her own words part of the countries of motion now | think 
toward John juniors accident is the sickeningly familiar feeling that we've been through it before we all 
remember where we were when we heard that John Kennedy was assassinated when we heard that Bobby 
was assassinated when we heard about Chappaquiddick so there's a sense of our having lived through 
these families tragedies before and now it seems yet another another chapter in this sad story well | know 
that Rose Kennedy told me when she was about 90 years old that if she looked on the lives that her children 
had been given to lead she felt no sorrow she felt a sense that they had had such privilege such great 
fortune such a sense of excitement and adventure that they were lucky and she said the only thing they 
weren't given was the the large number of years to enjoy that luck but on the other hand she said she was 
certain if they could come back and be who they had been they would still choose to be Joe Jr they'd still 
choose to be jack Bobby because they had had such a life of adventure and that for all the sadness that had 
been visited on the family it had been more than compensated for by the great triumphs the great excitement 
the great celebration and | think that's the way many of these family members see it John 
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many of these family members see it John Jr he's a part of this neverending story and because the pictures 
are so present in our lives in our memories each new generation that comes on the scene who hasn't even 
known them or weren't alive when they were born before they died they see those pictures they watched Joe 
Jr they watched John Jr they watched John Kennedy they watch Bobby all young moving running sailing 
playing touch football and it makes it seem impossible to imagine that they've all died and yet we all know 
rationally that they died not only died but young violently and prematurely here in New York in the 
neighborhood called Tribeca where the Kennedys lived one of his neighbors Jose Torres propos'd ur today 
that said has anyone seen my old friend John John and the beset sisters moves into its most critical stage 
investigators have determined his airplane was in a steep dive in the final seconds before it disappeared 
dropping 1,100 feet in just 14 seconds that's a rate of 4,700 feet a minute thus new information on a day 
when the two families issued their first statements on the loss of their loved ones we begin tonight with the 
investigation NBC's Robert Hager who's been on this story from the first moment Robert Tom the new 
information makes it appear that something sudden and dramatic happened in the midst of a dissent that 
began normally and then whatever happened suddenly sent the plane into a violent plunge toward the sea 
diving at a rate nearly five times a normal descent in what some might speculate was an out-of-control 
plunge down this word came at the end of a long day of searching at sea but it was the new radar 
information that drove the investigation forward new radar blips just found recorded by an air traffic control 
center that night that show the plane as it crossed the water so Martha's Vineyard ease down normally at 
first then in a final 14 seconds suddenly dropped more than a thousand 
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suddenly dropped more than a thousand feet all at once before radar was lost NTS b--'s Robert Pierce 
calculates the rate of descent that those would reflect an approximate rate at the center of about 4,700 feet 
per minute a drop so fast it indicates a plane out of control about at the limit of what that plane could take 
without breaking up what could cause something so dramatic permitting the planes wings to tip radically 
sending the plane suddenly into a steep Bank would do it that or losing track of up and down in the dark hole 
of night over the water Dan Peloquin a flight instructor basically the lack of a good horizon which tells you if 
you're going up down left or right is diminished considerably especially if it's something over the ocean divers 
into the water for the first time today from the Massachusetts State Police checking what search is called 
targets targets are suspicious shapes detected underwater by sonar scanning that is sound waves beamed 
at the bottom to look for irregular rakes in the normally smooth ocean floor but once spotted by sonar only 
divers sent down can tell of such a shape is really a piece of the Kennedy plane or debris from an old 
shipwreck for instance or even a rock more help now from a newly arrived Navy ship called the grasp it has 
an unmanned submarine that can send up camera views of the bottom and comes with some of the nation's 
most experienced deepwater divers out there on the water today not much found in the way of wreckage just 
small pieces mostly that washed ashore the larger parts of the plane and the bodies sadly still somewhere 


unknown below but a lot of sophisticated equipment here now that should quicken the progress very shortly 
Tom thanks very much NBC's Robert Hager tonight John Kennedy was flying a plane that he had purchased 
just recently it was a Piper Saratoga it cost $300,000 slightly used tonight NBC's Jim Avila on that airplane 
the possibilities and the perils john f 
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the possibilities and the perils john f kennedy's beloved Piper Saratoga known in the general aviation world 
as a sweet plane fast forgiving and for a single-engine aircraft roomy comfortably seating 6 the Piper 
Saratoga is basically a serious flying machine serious says John de Joris who has flown small planes for 37 
years owning his Saratoga for three because this aircraft takes extra training to fly if you were to ask me 
whether a night flight overwater with three to five miles visibility in haze is a prudent thing to do from my 
personal standpoint I'd say no if | wasn't an instrument-rated JFK junior was trained only as a VFR pilot 
visual flight rules the first stage of piloting requiring good weather three miles of visibility to fly he was not IFR 
trained instrument flight rules would certify a pilot to fly in poor visibility and takes more than double the 
training government records show that beginning pilots are involved in nearly double the accidents than the 
more highly trained instrument pilots his qualifications were minimal at best veteran pilot Jim Tillman says the 
problem for an inexperienced pilot Kennedy had his license only 14 months is that when visibility drops all 
reference to what is up and what is down can no longer be seen because the pilot trained to fly by 
instruments can quickly switch to his gauges the inexperienced pilot often cannot your body tells you one 
thing here eyeballs sell you something else in fact pilots are told to trust the instruments not their bodies a 
plane in the clouds can feel like it's flying straight when it's in a dive flight instructor Christian karna 
demonstrated that feeling today over Lake Michigan in hazy weather the airplane will turn sideways and L we 
all know it put it so | can't see out the windows it takes less than a minute for the plane to dive out of control 
while my remaining senses 
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out of control while my remaining senses tell me l'm flying straight and level especially a new pilot working to 
gain control of his fast complex new plane Jim Avila NBC News Chicago tonight the office of Senator Edward 
M Kennedy issued a statement formally expressing the family's loss with the deaths of John and his wife 
Carolyn Bessette and her sister Lauren John was described as a shining light who now joins his parents with 
God the statement also refers to his close relationship with his sister Caroline now the sole surviving member 
of their family her ordeal tonight NBC's Anne Thompson joins us now from Hyannis Port and Tom the 
statement also says that the family is filled with unspeakable grief and sadness at this loss as relatives and 
friends close ranks around Caroline Kennedy Schlossberg this most private of Kennedy's 114 miles away 
from here at her home on Long Island this morning a town car carrying senator Kennedy rushing to Caroline 
Kennedy schlossberg home in Bridgehampton also here William Kennedy Smith one of the few cousins to 
attend John and Carolyn Bessette sweating guarded by police caroline mourns the loss of her brother 
arguably the only other person on earth who could know what she's been through Caroline's loss is is 
beyond imagination it's a it's it's it's her last blood member of her family it's it's her spiritual the spiritual 
kinship she had with her brother and as she grieves Caroline marks her wedding anniversary thirteen years 
ago today John the best man helped Caroline into a limo toasting the couple welcoming edge schloss berg 
into a small Family Circle Jacquie Caroline and himself | think she she 
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Caroline and himself | think she she always was kind of concerned that people were trying to get close to her 
because of her Kennedy name and who she was Christo Sanchez now a newspaper reporter attended 
classes with Caroline Kennedy at Harvard he remembers a young woman well aware of her place in history 
she has inherited and she is keenly aware of it the legacy of the Camelot myth as president of the JFK 
Library Caroline keeps that legacy alive but in the past always with the help of her more outgoing brother 
now it is hers alone this is such a private person she does these public things because it's expected of her 


and now like it or not she's going to have him a public role in the family in his statement senator Kennedy 
also thank all the people who are searching for the plane and John and Carolyn and Lauren Bessette he also 
says the Kennedys will never forget their dedication professionalism and sensitivity Tom thank you very 
much NBC's Anne Thompson tonight another grieving family has broken his silence late today a family 
spokesman wrote a statement from the family of the two young women who died with John Kennedy jr. his 
wife Carolyn Bessette Kennedy and her sister Lauren beset tonight NBC's Andrea Mitchell looks at these two 
young women lost in the prime of their lives the other family the pizzettes coping with the unimaginable loss 
of two daughters Carolyn Bessette Kennedy and her older sister Lauren Bessette survived by an identical 
twin tonight from their Greenwich Connecticut home their parents speaking through a family friend John and 
Carolyn were true soul mates and we hope to honor them in death in the simple manner in which they chose 
to live their lives we take solace in the thought that together they will comfort Lauren for eternity Carolyn 
Bessette Kennedy the golden girl shy but 
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Bessette Kennedy the golden girl shy but after two years of marriage poised even playful with the press and 
her 34 year old sister Lauren a Wharton Business graduate in the tough mostly male world of Investment 
Banking a rising star until recently in Hong Kong she worked day and night the very long hours extremely 
dedicated to getting the job done and getting it done in a first-class way despite their parents bitter divorce 
when they were very young friends say the beset sisters had a storybook childhood Carolyn's high school 
friend everybody wanted a piece of Caroline you know and you just wanted to be near her and know her a 
high profile career in fashion with Calvin Klein then real celebrity marriage to the world's most eligible 
bachelor and with it hordes of paparazzi Tommy she came out of the apartment one morning and there were 
this camera crews they were waiting in front of photographers and everything it took a remarkable love to 
withstand that kind of scrutiny in an early marriage that they they stuck together beautifully two young women 
friends call magical their parents asking for privacy as they grieve tonight Andrea Mitchell NBC News 
Washington let me see news in depth tonight the life and times of John Kennedy jr. beyond that name and 
the sex appeal the glamorous marriage to an accomplished young woman what is the legacy of JFK jr. he 
didn't hold public office or win medals or heal the sick but what he did do was give and live a life of Grace 
and personal modesty loyalty and generosity at a time when others were exploiting and abusing their fame 
flaunting their wealth taking so much more than they were giving tonight in depth the lessons of a life lived 
well JFK jr. at his New York home flowers and other symbols of 
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York home flowers and other symbols of grief and love many of them from people who never met John F 
Kennedy jr. why does a nation feel such a sense of loss a certain sense John Jr will be forever young so | 
think part of the young New York yearning part of the sadness is the sense that potential was cut short at his 
father's funeral young John became America's child when he saluted his father's passing the casket as he 
grew up always in the public eye with his father's name and his mother is mentoring he became his own 
distinct personality with a wide circle of friends many from his childhood I can only hope that there were 
people who will pay attention not to the celebrity but to the dignity and the charity that he had in his in his life 
Hans Hickman grew up in modest circumstances in East Harlem at collegiate school an exclusive prep 
school his classmate was John Kennedy of Fifth Avenue today Hans and his brother Ivan run a school for 
underprivileged kids when you decided to start the school in East Harlem he was helpful the the public 
legacy is he was a hunk he was a publisher he was a handsome guy but privately he put our school he 
allowed our school to happen along with one other person we wouldn't be in existence and our kids wouldn't 
get the education that they're getting he understood that he was a national icon and yet he had fun with it he 
didn't want to be known just as a feckless son of a slain president and he was building a life of consequence 
there was of course John the celebrity a role that he played reluctantly but politely a celebrity with manners 
nor determined to have his life John Kennedy watching the Yankees of the Braves this evening publicly at a 
Yankees game recently choosing to sit openly with friends useful not hidden away in a comfortable skybox 
read John's romances were the stuff of endless speculation until Carolyn Bessette the 





speculation until Carolyn Bessette the woman who stole his heart together they were the personification of 
grace and elegance and promise at once so young and yet so worldly but it is a measure of his life that John 
leaves behind not just the photo album of glamorous memories but so much more just looking in the faces of 
the students that we work with knowing that if it had not been for him their lives would have been very 
different and for most of them not in a good way so as the efforts to find the plane and the bodies continue 
that search for the missing wreckage and the victims a nation grieves for what else has been lost at sea up 
next the latest from the White House and later America grieves and Americans wonder how much pain can 
one family endure you of Israelis Prime Minister David Barak but of course it was all in the shadow of the 
John F Kennedy jr. tragedy NBC's David bloom now joins me from the White House with more from there 
tonight David it's on the president called this a moment of sadness for the United States he was briefed 
today on the search for the plane and afterwards said the Coast Guard has quotes somewhat optimistic that 
more of the wreckage will be found President Clinton said he spoke by telephone with Kennedy's uncle 
senator Ted Kennedy and with Kennedy's sister Caroline Kennedy now as to the Middle East the president 
met again today with Israel's new prime minister a hit Barack Barack who's pushing for comprehensive 
peace talks not merely with the Palestinians but also with the Syrians and the lebanese has set a deadline of 
15 months to achieve a breakthrough and promised today that israel will not drag its feet as it pursues peace 
with its neighbors US officials say the next step could be a personal appeal from President Clinton to Syrian 
President Assad to try to jumpstart the peace talks which broke off nearly four years ago Tom thanks very 
much NBC's David 
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ago Tom thanks very much NBC's David bloom Gerald came here the mid-1800s escaping the potato famine 
of their native Irish soil and from that humble arrival in Boston they built over the generations a dynasty of 
great wealth political power and cultural impact unparalleled in their time and they paid a terrible price NBC's 
Bob for tonight on the triumphs and the trials of the Kennedys of Boston on the Kennedys home turf a wound 
was reopened and a curse seemed to linger in this Irish American stronghold the death of JFK jr. is like 
another death in the family the extent of Boston family at Doyle's where an entire room is a Kennedy shrine 
but with three handsome kids in there woman yeah you know it's just speaks for itself there's a sense of a 
family cursed and of history being interrupted again | want to see that the idea of kilowatts continued and this 
makes a very very serious breach enough 58 year old Jerry Burton says his generation is sentimental about 
JFK at 22 waitress Sheila Cobb says her generation feels a similar bun but JFK jr. he's like in the same place 
that | am an Irish Catholic household is very similar no matter where you're from bartender Gerard Tully from 
the same neighborhood the same generation he's also devastated and not just because JFK jr. was so 
young | think it cuts the Pope down a lot the hope he says of Boston's blue-collar workers and its youth | 
don't have a touchstone a touchstone for the idea of in Camelot but even here a city of fierce Celtic pride one 
needn't be neighbourhood born and bred much less Irish Catholic to take the loss personally and I'm lost her 
any other member of my family which 





her any other member of my family which the Kennedys seem to be feel the same but here there were not 
just condolences there was also a renewed sense of a family being stalked and people been walking in all 
day long all day yesterday saying l'm very very sorry to hear about this the curses airplane crashes killed 
Joseph Pete Kennedy jr. and his sister Kathleen assassins cut down JFK and Senator Robert F Kennedy 
Senator Edward Kennedy broke his back when a plane went down David Kennedy died from a drug 
overdose Michael Kennedy in a skiing accident after all that the regulars at Doyle's concluded history does 
not play favorites it said John Kennedy was the one who said life was not fair life is not fair so a city mourns 
the flowers at JFK's library pile up for his son and at Fenway Park even a pennant race is interrupted for 
prayer and a terrible silence Bob for NBC News Boston we will have the very latest on the Kennedy crash 
troth the night on this NBC station and on MSNBC on Dateline tonight at 8:00 a special report as well I'm 


Tom Brokaw I'll see you back here tomorrow if not before you rupaul good evening there is more news 
tonight on the final moments of the flight of John F Kennedy jr. Carolyn and Lauren beset and it is even more 
unsettling to realize what was happening to the plane and to the passengers this is also day four of the 
search for the wreckage of the plane and now investigators may be within reach we're gonna begin once 
again tonight with NBC's Robert Hager at the site where they're coordinating the investigation Bob Tom 
searchers have now spotted two specific targets with sonar that is the sound wave devices that scan the 
bottom that indicate wreckage that seems to match the size of the plane's fuselage 


01:00:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=jGFUDJP-ee8&t=3600s 





match the size of the plane's fuselage about seven miles out and that wreckage which is only seen with 
sonar now so they can't tell it's wreckage for sure is just where investigators today calculated from the radar 
blips that that plane should have gone down divers have been down there trying to confirm whether it is 
indeed wreckage or the fuselage but they haven't been able to find it yet meanwhile there's more information 
as you said about the final moments indicates the plane was it had descended some then it started to go 
back up again as though there might have been some confusion about just where he was or some little issue 
where it starts up again and then it had made it a little right-hand turn already then it made a steep right-hand 
turn and goes right down but more now on now now on that search at sea on word of the new target ships 
converged on the suspected area and scuba divers went down for hours but conditions below are rough 
divers can stay down only about 15 minutes at a time and see only about eight feet through the murky 
depths it's tedious slow work with no word yet if it is indeed the main parts of the plane if the fuselage is 
mostly intact divers will first determine if bodies are inside and can be brought to the surface first only then 
make a plan for how to bring wreckage on what can be learned from pieces of the plane the wreckage will 
become a critical source of factual information former NTSB investigator Jim Danna heard the wreckage is 
central and pivotal could a mechanical problem have caused this accident the wreckage should tell the story 
instance if a part broke in the air causing the plane to dive investigators should be able to tell was there a fire 
on board look for soot patterns and melted metal if an in-flight fire occurred the way the molten metal 
streams makes for a pattern called Broome strong and that's distinctly different from a post crash burn 
pattern was there an engine failure investigators should be able to tell by 
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investigators should be able to tell by the condition of the prop blades how they're bent did the electrical 
system go out before impact our investigators take the bulbs and examine the filament if the filament of it is 
stretched that's an indication the light was on but if none of this yields any signs of trouble that would bring 
investigators back to a frequent cause of other accidents of this type pilot error losing the sense of up and 
down in the darkness and being unable to recover but the key effort tonight will be to investigate those sonar 
targets potentially important wreckage on the bottom and that work will continue into the evening Tom thanks 
very much Robert Hager tonight and for the family and friends this is an especially difficult time as the 
permanence of the loss begins to set in and yet until there is a recovery of the wreckage and the bodies it's 
hard to move on to the next stage here's NBC's Anne Thompson Tom plans for a memorial are under 
discussion here in Hyannisport is the Kennedys try to balance their family's needs with the needs of the 
pizzettes tonight nothing is definite but as one source close to Senator Kennedy told me at the earliest any 
memorial would be Friday today Ethel Kennedy and some of her children did what Kennedy's have done for 
years in the face of adversity they went sailing taking refuge on the water a Senator Ted Kennedy inside the 
compound helps plan the memorial Caroline Kennedy Schlossberg remains on Long Island with her husband 
Edie and cousins William Kennedy Smith and Maria Shriver one of the issues for the family to consider the 
public's desire to join them in mourning the family still will have to balance that desire against their own 
needs to cherish the privacy at such a difficult moment like this among the memorial sites under 
consideration New York home to all three victims possible churches st. ignatius loyola where Jacqueline 
Kennedy Onassis funeral was held were st. Patrick's Cathedral site of Robert Kennedy's Mass 
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Cathedral site of Robert Kennedy's Mass 31 years ago then there is the question of burial Arlington National 
Cemetery officials have surveyed and measured President Kennedy's gravesite in case the family requests 
that John and Carolyn be buried there early indications from officials are that the family will not ask for an 
arlington burial but many people here feel that's where he belongs | think that the Kennedy family is a special 
family in America's eyes and this should be buried together today at the JFK Library near Boston sadness 
reflected everywhere visitors stand in line to sign condolence books another Kennedy tragedy touching all 
generations and in Hyannis Nita Picardie drove over an hour to bring flowers from her backyard to pay 
homage to a family she loves you'll feel a comradeship with with the Kennedy family and I think they've done 
a great deal for the ordinary citizen as for memorial plans another source close to senator Kennedy says that 
the family will wait to see what the divers find before making any final decisions Tom NBC's Anne Thompson 
tonight in Hyannisport thank you very much there was a time in the Kennedy family saga when Edward 
Teddy as he was called was simply the chubby youngest child then as tragedy struck again and again as he 
struggled to deal with his own failings he evolved into the family patriarch the aging Liberal Lion of the 
Senate the man who for the past four days once again has been enveloped by death and grief here's NBC's 
Gwen Ifill a flag at half-staff today in Hyannis Port outside the home of Edward Moore Kennedy the last 
brother the last uncle the tragic patriarch of a family caught in a painfully familiar cycle of grief he understood 
almost instinctively from the beginning at an early age that he was 
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beginning at an early age that he was now the head of the family and that there was not a role that could be 
duck-tor dodged lighting the flame at his brother's grave standing by the widows that's Ted to the left of 
Jackie his nephew saluting stand-in for his brothers fatherless children burying Bobby's son Michael in 1997 
and now Jack's son John he's a man who without doubt has given to many eulogies for too many brothers 
and relatives who have died before their time Ted Kennedy tried to lure his nephew into politics the family 
business the man his nephews and nieces called Teddy only this summer family friends say uncle Teddy 
convinced John to become chairman of the Institute of Politics by Harvard's Kennedy School of Government 
common the two men were close on a photo of John the senator keeps in his office his nephew writes you're 
always there for all of us and I'm proud to let the world know Ted Kennedy's own personal demons also part 
of family legend twice a survivor in 1964 after breaking his back in a crash of another small private plane 
after a party in 1969 driving his car off a Chappaquiddick bridge an accident that killed his companion that 
night Mary Jo Kopechne a divorce from first wife Joan after 22 years and three children he is now remarried 
to second wife Vicki and after nearly four decades in the Senate Kennedy still fighting for liberal causes just 
last week spearheading a losing battle on health care reform | for one do not believe that this we as a 
setback in terms of this issue will be back to fight and fight and fight again Ted Kennedy his own man no 
longer Jose or jacks or Bobby's baby brother and at 67 his hair now silver rising to lead his family once again 
as they mourn and bury loved ones when iPhone NBC News Washington 
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NBC News in-depth tonight small planes and big risks those who knew him say that John Kennedy loved to 
fly his own private plane right now there are almost a quarter of a million licensed pilots in this country the 
most recent count finds almost 169 thousand active private planes more than 80 percent or single-engine but 
the simple fact is that small planes have a lot more deadly accidents NBC's Jim Avila tonight reports on that 
in depth on the very day JFK juniors single-engine aircraft disappeared at least 11 other American small 
plane pilots crashed including this fatality in suburban Chicago the experts say that their statistics show 
many of the pilots were probably unprepared it's something they haven't planned for and therefore not ready 
for the accident numbers on small planes are dramatic a fatal crash is 64 times more likely on board a small 
plane than on an airliner an average of nearly one fatal crash a day in 1998 361 fatal crashes in small planes 
compared to one fatality on commercial airlines and the number one reason pilot error causing 71 percent of 
the crashes including flying into bad weather 14 percent mechanical failure the rest no explanation why are 
small planes more dangerous than airliners experts say the number one reason less experienced pilots it 
takes only 40 hours to get a private pilot's license and they normally fly alone no backup copilot in the next 


scene they are not like an airliner flown by professional crews in the main and when | say crews I'm using the 
plural there because you have at least two pilots in any air carrier and now after years of decline the private 
pilots growing up 12% since 1994 Larry Ramsdale owned the Aspen flying 
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Larry Ramsdale owned the Aspen flying Club outside Denver he says business is up 20% he has only 150 
hours in the air himself and says the JFK accident is a warning for all new pilots pay attention to the weather 
the airplanes capability but most of all the pilots capabilities what can you do and what can't you do what the 
new pilots don't do very well say the experts is go from good weather to bad no instrument training means 
big trouble when the skies get cloudy forcing the pilot to turn from the windshield to the instrument panel the 
National Transportation Safety Board study on small plane accidents says 82 percent of all fatal weather- 
related accidents are caused by visual flight rules pilots flying into instrument conditions this flight simulator 
shows what can happen in the inexperienced pilot cloudy weather brings a quick bout of vertigo spatial 
disorientation can bring the plane from straight and level to a dive so fast the plane begins to break apart I'm 
very disoriented because I've been you know been turning around all axises obviously very very difficult to 
recover from you do not know what is up and down and what's right and left a ride experienced pilots 
practice over and over so they have a chance to survive by for you mama NBC News Chicago difficult on 
NBC News world headquarters in New York this is NBC Nightly News with Tom Brokaw good evening now 
that all three bodies have been found that Kennedy and Bessette families are planning memorials and other 
services for John F Kennedy jr. his wife Carolyn and her sister Lauren this is the next emotional phase of this 
painful ordeal Kennedy's body was found first late last night the Bessette sisters nearby later the family 
services will begin on Friday and go through Saturday at least we begin tonight with the recovery operations 
in the very latest now from NBC's Robert Hager who remains on Cape Cod Robert Tom 


01:12:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=jGFUDJP-ee8&t=4321s 





Hager who remains on Cape Cod Robert Tom the agonizing wait at an end tonight the bodies as you said all 
three found together and the fuselage of the plane in which they plunge to the sea Kennedy's body 
discovered first but an underwater camera unable to see the other bodies until divers could get down and 
move the wreckage some and peer inside here's how this difficult day went at midday a Coast Guard 
helicopter puts down at the Kennedy compound where young John spent so much of his early life now it's his 
uncle the craft picks up Senator Edward Kennedy brought to appear on Martha's Vineyard grim exhausted 
walking to board a Coast Guard launch with his two sons for a long sad trip to the salvage ship where the 
remains of John Kennedy jr. his wife Carolyn and her sister Lauren will be raised but how did searchers find 
them it's Soner sound waves scanning at the bottom that first drew divers to the spot at midday yesterday 
seemed to indicate the fuselage below but scuba divers sent into the murky water couldn't find it visible is the 
only eight feet currents strong air supply limited only 15 minutes a dive but President Clinton says today he'd 
already authorized the Coast Guard to take more time and because of the the role of the Kennedy family in 
our national lives and because of the enormous losses that they have sustained in our lifetimes | thought it 
was appropriate to give them a few more days so now the big ship grasp drops a small unmanned 
submarine to the bottom with a camera to beam pictures back nightfalls nothing until at 11:30 p.m. the break 
the camera finds the fuselage and the body of John F Kennedy jr. seven miles out in 100 feet of water it's 
just a little more than four days after the plane plunged to the bottom but the same camera unable to locate 
yet the bodies of Carolyn and Lauren beset so by noon today the deep-sea divers called in unlike the scuba 
teams their helmets and oxygen lines allow them to stay down an 
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oxygen lines allow them to stay down an hour or more just 45 minutes later the bodies of the beset sisters 
found as well now divers assess how to bring the bodies and later the fuselage to the surface using 
harnesses lines and the big cranes of the salvage ship grasp under Massachusetts law autopsies will be 
required as they are routinely for many accidental deaths and then for searchers the job of locating any other 


wreckage which needs to be examined to rule out mechanical failure as a tired Edward Kennedy presides 
over this final stage of this latest family tragedy and the three who rode the plane to the bottom together we 
now know are released from 100 feet down Tom thanks very much Robert Hager tonight late today the office 
of Senator Edward Kennedy announced there will be a celebration of the lives of John Kennedy and his wife 
Carolyn and a mass in New York Friday morning a very private Mass in a small elegant Church where his 
mother worshipped those and other arrangements tonight from NBC's and Thompson that Tom the family 
has decided when to hold the mass to remember John F Kennedy jr. and his wife Carolyn and the Navy says 
it will be ready as early as tomorrow morning if the family requests burials at sea Caroline Kennedy 
Schlossberg friends say along with Senator Kennedy the decision maker on her bike early this morning on 
Long Island out with her husband hours after the family learns of the discovery of John's body the finding of 
JFK juniors body really initiates the the whole grieving process in the direction of resolving and healing 
Friday the family will gather in New York City for a Mass at the Church of st. Thomas More Jacqueline 
Kennedy Onassis is parish for years the site of an annual mass for President Kennedy today police and 
security survey the site an intimate stone Church seating 
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site an intimate stone Church seating 350 people it's not like st. Patrick's Cathedral gigantic no it's a a church 
that suits us mark movie among those invited to the private service President Clinton who today fondly 
recalled a tour of the White House he gave to John and his wife Carolyn last year I'm glad he had the chance 
to come back here one more time and see the residents and know where he was when he was a little boy 
I'm glad he did that in Hyannis a different kind of things Howard Penn who owns a clothing store in 1963 
provided appropriate clothing for some of the family for President Kennedy's funeral expresses the 
sentiments of many here | think we can rest our minds and move on with everybody's life | think the 
Kennedys that will feel a lot better and tonight outside John and Carolyn's New York City apartment a 
growing shrine huge crowds several blocks long bringing hundreds of flowers candles and messages a lower 
Manhattan neighborhood for now a gathering place to mourn and to remember a favorite son who like his 
father died too young the Bessette family will hold a separate memorial Saturday night in Greenwich 
Connecticut to remember Lauren Carolyn's older sister this too will be private taunt Paige for March NBC's 
Anne Thompson tonight it took the most sophisticated underwater technology to find the wreckage and the 
bodies of the three young people a combination of robotic submarines and hardhat divers it was difficult and 
dangerous work and we get more on that now from NBC's Kerry Sanders even after the Coast Guard had 
narrowed the search area they were still examining a vast expanse of ocean five hundred square miles side 
scan sonar usually used for navigational charting reveals crude images on the ocean floor it's a starting 
place the side scan sonar will give you a target but we don't know what that target actually is so the divers 
still have to go to the 
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so the divers still have to go to the bottom and search for that target but before Navy divers suit up the USS 
grasp launches the small ROV the ROV is basically a an inspection tool tonight hardhat divers are still 
working from submerged platforms intensively sweeping the ocean floor so how do they do it when Navy 
divers hit the ocean floor in their platform they're connected by an air hose like this rope they step off about 
15 feet and begin walking in a semicircle if they don't find anything they let out more of that air hose and go 
back the other direction it is a painstakingly slow process and because the visibility is so restricted divers and 
other searches have literally tripped over the debris the search for all the pieces that may help investigators 
explain why the plane crashed Kerry Sanders NBC News Martha's Vineyard and machines in depth tonight 
out of control when an airplane plunges out of the sky and a terrifying descent known as a graveyard spiral 
last year Americans flying private and corporate planes logged more than 26 million hours of flight time there 
were 361 fatal accidents no one knows for sure just what happened to John F Kennedy jr. his plane to crash 
what caused it to crash but some experts think it could have started with one of those frightening spirals 
tonight NBC Jim Avila the view from the cockpit in depth the graveyard spiral a series of ever-tightening turns 
that corkscrew the plane towards Earth the leading danger when new pilots lead clear weather for clouds 


and as these training tapes demonstrate lose their bearings and begin to turn without even knowing it | went 
off on your head and said specialist orientation specialist orientation and roll wings level like an autopilot well 
nobody ever died by the 
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autopilot well nobody ever died by the time the force of gravity warns the pilot the plane is falling the instinct 
to pull up only makes the spiral worse no one knows exactly why JFK jr. is playing crashed it could have 
been massive mechanical failure but aviation experts still say at both the weather conditions and the radar 
data point to a graveyard spiral as a prime suspect NBC News correspondent dr. Bob Arnot a veteran pilot 
with 5,000 hours in the cockpit aboard an aerobatic single-engine plane with a flight instructor demonstrating 
how quickly a graveyard spiral develops [Music] over either quickly just let it go and you notice that the nose 
of the wing follows now is that there's a plane set pull off and we're rotating faster faster than Tennessee's 
what a[___] forth [Music] the sensation that | experience in this dead man's spiral | had never experienced 
before the feeling of dread is because our not can see the water rushing toward him and the plane is not just 
falling freely it's picking up speed as shown in this second graveyard spiral this is an accelerating turn so the 
g-forces are coming on and the speed is building up on the airplane [Music] are not resist the natural 
temptation to just pull up instead straightening the plane's wings first and then leveling off sounds simple but 
even in clear skies and with thousands of hours of experience are not founded a challenge what you have to 
do feeling the G is the panic the sweating the nausea is suspend 
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panic the sweating the nausea is suspend all of your natural senses and say and I'm going to figure out what 
these gauges are doing and then I'm going to allow this airplane to continue to head towards the ground but 
I'm going to try and turn it turn the rudder and the steering column to get it straight and then I'm gonna have 
the presence of mind to pull it back up very tough to do tough to do in a plane hurtling towards Earth at 5,000 
feet a minute especially in the dark over water if a new pilot is struggling for bearings in hazy weather Jim 
Avila NBC News Chicago world headquarters in New York this is NBC Nightly News with Tom Brokaw good 
evening we have become too accustomed to the rituals of death in the Kennedy family the stately funeral of 
President John F Kennedy the caisson and riderless horse the funeral train of Robert F Kennedy today a 
Navy destroyer burying the remains of John F Kennedy jr. his wife Carolyn and her sister Lauren there's 
families were on board and when the destroyer reached the deep the ashes of the young people were 
scattered to the sea we begin tonight with NBC's Anne Thompson this morning the Kennedy and Bessette 
families board the Coast Guard Cutter Sanibel to bury the crash victims at sea Caroline Kennedy 
Schlossberg Senator Ted Kennedy William Kennedy Smith Maria Shriver Carolyn and Lauren pizzettes 
mother stepfather and their surviving sister some of the 17 mourners on board people on shore watches the 
families head to the USS Brisco for what a family friend says was the young Kennedy's wish to be buried at 
see he made it clear that his love of the sea that that's where he wanted to have his his final resting place 
there were no caskets all three victims cremated last night a procedure now allowed by the Catholic Church 
his body can be cremated under Catholic rules 
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can be cremated under Catholic rules there was a period of time when cremation was not the selected 
process this morning service on the Navy destroyer private media boats kept more than a mile away along 
with the families three American flags and three Reed's taken to a spot off the coast of Martha's Vineyard 
near where the plane went down a family friend describes the half-hour ceremony is peaceful and beautiful 
led by four Navy chaplains and a Catholic priest at its conclusion family members and Navy personnel 
climbed down a ladder sending the ashes into the sea taps was not played the water was a friend and | think 
that the waves that have now embraced him have done it with friendship and love as the crash victims were 
laid to rest new details about how they died autopsies conducted at Barnstable County Hospital reveal all 
three died instantly on impact the cause of death multiple traumatic injuries tomorrow relatives and friends 


will remember John and Carolyn Kennedy at a private mass in New York City at the Church of st. Thomas 
More among those expected to speak senator Kennedy then Saturday a memorial service in Greenwich 
Connecticut for Lauren Bessette there are opportunities for the family to choose Psalms and Scripture 
readings that are meaningful to the family tonight senator Kennedy back home in Hyannis Port the family 
patriarch preparing to deliver yet another eulogy President Clinton and his family Senate Minority Leader 
Tom Daschle and Connecticut Senator Chris Dodd among those expected to attend tomorrow's mass in New 
York City to say goodbye to the only son of a popular president and his wife Tom thanks very much NBC's 
Anne Thompson tonight some may wonder why a military burial at sea and how did this story tradition of 
dealing with death begin warned that tonight from NBC's Jim miklaszewski at the Pentagon it's an ancient 
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at the Pentagon it's an ancient tradition as old as man's ties to the sea but from the beginning today's 
ceremony aboard the Navy destroyer Briscoe was unprecedented it began at the highest levels of 
government senator Ted Kennedy put in the request and Defense Secretary William Cohen personally 
approved today's burial at sea John Kennedy jr. was not a former member of the military but the Pentagon 
says he's still qualified for the Navy burial because of his own record of public service and because he's the 
son of a president and a Kennedy misses family that has distinguished itself through public service and 
sacrifice itself through public service for more than 30 years today's service was conducted from the fantail of 
a Brisco but unlike a military ceremony there was a podium and chairs for family members and a Navy brass 
band following Navy tradition the Briscoe was to turn into the wind cutter engines and the ashes of Kennedy 
his wife and her sister then scattered into the sea the naval tradition for burials at sea actually grew out of 
necessity when the warships of ancient navies were locked in battles far from shore people would die at sea 
either in battle or in an accident or illness and it wouldn't be feasible to get the body back to land so a sort of 
semi religious ceremony grew up more than 50 years ago burials at sea were a common and tragic reality of 
World War two even today however the Navy conducts hundreds of such burials each year but like this 
service at Pearl Harbor almost all are from military vets we commend our brother John F Kennedy jr. still 
there's a special connection between the Kennedys in the American military and today aboard the aircraft 
carrier John F Kennedy named for the president a moment of silence just as the Navy helped bury his son 
Jim McClure chef C NBC News the Pentagon and today while those ceremonies were underway at sea the 
investigation into the cause of the 
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investigation into the cause of the crash was all but suspended but already a good deal is known and we get 
the latest on that tonight from NBC's Robert Hager now Robert as you said Tom the investigations going to 
keep a lower profile now for the next few days until those memorial services are complete but one thing 
investigators are already surprised about the wreckage was more intact and less scattered than they'd 
expected so for a fall that the radar blips had indicated could have been as steep as this an incredible 5,000 
feet a minute instead the condition of the wreckage indicates a dive still out of control but perhaps somewhat 
less than originally believed as the search for more wreckage goes on today a description of what the divers 
who located the fuselage first saw the major piece was was in was intact obviously very damaged twisted 
wreckage wires seats clearly the airplane that we were looking for most remarkable the fuselage upside- 
down and somewhat crushed but still in one piece from front to just behind the wings propeller and engine 
broken off half the left wing missing the entire right wing missing rear part of the fuselage and tail missing as 
well but unlike the wreckage of some other very high impact crashes such as this from TWA 800 three years 
ago the wreckage of the Kennedy plane is not scattered over a huge area it's mostly believed to be 
concentrated within a space no bigger than a baseball diamond and unlike the TWA wreckage 
unceremoniously sent to shore on a barge the White House has ordered that this wreckage be kept on the 
big salvage ship grasp to be transported all the way to a Navy base in Newport Road for a dignified transfer 
to a motorcade back to Cape Cod their investigators will pour over it at this hangar on the Otis Air National 
Guard base but investigators who have already seen the wreckage on the deck of the grasp see no obvious 
signs of a mechanical flaw to explain this crash and those autopsy results showed no sign of a heart attack 
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results showed no sign of a heart attack stroke or some other debilitating event that would cause the pilot to 
lose control so much of this investigation will now concentrate on Kennedy's training and preparation for 
flying at night over water in very hazy conditions in fact this crash may cause a re-examination of whether 
pilots should be allowed to fly at all at night if they're only rated to fly under visual conditions in some 
European countries that's just not permitted Tom thanks very much NBC's Robert Hager tonight NBC News 
in-depth tonight America mourns a favorite son as the Kennedy family grieves in private millions of 
Americans are publicly showing their own sense of loss paying tribute to a man that few had ever met right 
now in lower Manhattan at the old st. Patrick's Cathedral a memorial service by New York's considerable 
Irish American community is underway across the country tonight Americans are paying their last respects to 
John F Kennedy in small personal ways that have become familiar in this age of impersonal technology 
NBC's Kelly O'Donnell tonight reports him death flowers racked by his photo candles left on a curb 
handwritten messages makeshift homemade symbols now a ritual of public grief a kind of memorial 
somehow been spontaneous and yet expected | want to share my sorrow with family with myself | needed to 
do it what is behind that need why do so many reveal their personal feelings of loss with such public 
expressions of sorrow l'm here today because the Kennedy is a part of my life | didn't know them but | felt 
like I've heard professor Gary Laderman studies America's response to death and these kinds of national 
tragedies do force us into a moment of sort of common reflection and collective experience outside John and 
Carolyn Kennedy's New 
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outside John and Carolyn Kennedy's New York City apartment 10,000 people wait hours just to pass by the 
couple's front door the JFK Presidential Library in Massachusetts draped in flowers the old the young a new 
generation who now remember where they were and inside a two-hour wait to sign a condolence book 300 
pages already filled 6 extra books brought out today to meet the demand | | like the fact that we can come 
here and pay our respects without bothering the family | think this is | feel very close to them here that desire 
to feel close has become a cultural reflex at moments of national sadness the death of John Lennon filled a 
New York Street with candlelight the bombing site of the Oklahoma City Federal Building offensive teddy 
bears and flowers the parking lot at Columbine High a field of mementos and words of comfort these 
gatherings a way to confront the unanswerable inevitable question why in this technological age when we 
think we really have the capacity to master the universe and it really forces us to be be thoughtful about 
death in ways that again | don't think we are very often tonight one more coming together the public service 
here in New York another enormous showing of sorrow another moment of Nationals madness marked in 
time Kelly O'Donnell NBC News New York it's been going on for almost a full week now the saturation 
coverage of first China Kennedy juniors missing plane and the recovery today the funerals the public 
morning at his New York apartment and across the country what was it about this young man not yet 40 that 
touched so many people in so many ways all of NBC's Bob for discovered the answers are in the 
generations he meant different things to different generations or some who visited JFK's grave today like 69 
year old al gray the 
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grave today like 69 year old al gray the son was a link to Camelot he was a very inspirational young man 
very much like his father but Gray's granddaughter 14 is too young to remember any of that he was just 
someone everybody saw celebrity with the big lights in the the same sentiments from a central Indiana family 
for the patriarch a strong bond | saw him when he was a kid when he saluted his fathers for his daughter-in- 
law in her 40s though a lesser time what he did in New York with the DA's office has nothing to do with me 
living in the center of a cornfield you know and for her teenage daughter no emotional connection at all it's 
sad that he died but it's not like a traumatic it's in my life still to honor the son today they flocked to the 
father's grave even two year-old Sarah Cobb it's like the American royal family but for many young people 
the Kennedys Camelot is ancient history indeed there's a respect dad formless man they came from his 


father and if for many JFK jr. is a prince many others say they feel a greater connection to Princess Diana | 
felt like it was a blown way out of proportion because of who he is people die every day tragically the irony is 
whatever his appeal his greatest impact could be on all those who say they just don't care about politics the 
more alienated they were the more JFK jr. tried to draw them back he tried through his magazine George to 
offer one way to reconnect young voters and that is by linking pop culture and the world of politics different 
generations differing views and as the flame burns a sense of loss shared differently Bob for NBC News 
Washington plane crash involving John F Kennedy jr. 


01:36:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=jGFUDJP-ee8&t=5761s 





plane crash involving John F Kennedy jr. his wife and sister-in-law federal investigators after examining the 
wreckage are moving toward what seems to be the inevitable conclusion pilot error NBC's Robert Hager has 
more on that tonight today three days after the wreckage arrives ashore investigators poring over it find 
nothing nothing to indicate that any problem with the plane caused the crash the wreckage now laid out in 
this hangar on Cape Cod where there's no sign any part malfunction before the plane hit the water no sign 
anything broke apart in flight no sign of any in fight fire that could have caused the plane to plunge all of 
which takes investigators back to pilot performance new pilots often get lost in darkness and haze former 
NTSB investigator Chuck Leonard | think the airplanes tipping like this when in actuality you're in a right turn 
when you think you're in a left turn and you'd bet all your money that you were in a left turn and so you have 
to learn to overcome that the salvage operations brought up 75% of the plane from the deep fuselage 
propeller engine most of the left wing part of the right and most of the cockpit instruments that's not 
everything but investigators say it's enough and diving operations are now complete aviation editor and pilot 
Edie Pinto when you rule out mechanical when you rule out medical you're left with pilotage how what 
happened to him as a pilot in the air that may have caused the accident the plane was equipped with a 
cockpit voice recorder but investigators say even if it had been turned on whatever it recorded would have 
been lost on impact with the water they also hold out little hope any flight information could still be stored in 
the computer memory of the planes autopilot it's automatic flying system meantime our New York station 
WNEC reports tonight it's learned that Lauren Bessette had purchased an electronic ticket an e-ticket to fly 
commercially to Martha's Vineyard on Continentals last flight from Newark that night apparently in case she'd 
been unable to fly with Kennedy she was of course a no-show for the commercial flight 
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no-show for the commercial flight instead flew in the Kennedy plane in which all three aboard were killed 
Robert Hager NBC News Washington 


END 


